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Moon Phases for May 2015
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This tool displays the approximate Moon phases for a given month. For official phase times and dates for this month and past months, check our Sky Almanac. Moon rise and set times are available from the U.S. Naval Observatory.

Provided by moonguy@googol.com. An alternate calendar site is http://www.moonconnection.com/moon_phases_calendar.phtml. 
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Checking for Understanding: Moon Phases 
___ 1. 
In the picture to the right, what phase of the moon is shown? (SC.8.E.5.9)

A. waxing gibbous


C. waning gibbous

B. waxing crescent


D. waning crescent   CORRECT  
___ 2. 
In our Sun-Earth-Moon model, what represented the Sun? (SC.8.N.3.1)

A. The projector.  CORRECT
B. Myself. 

C. The Styrofoam ball. 

D. None of the above.

___ 3. 
Sometimes the Moon looks like this: [image: image10.jpg]


. And sometimes the Moon looks like this: [image: image11.jpg]




What causes the Moon to change its appearance this way? (SC.8.E.5.9)  Question 4 on Private Univ
A. As the Moon orbits Earth, Earth's shadow covers the Moon. 

B. Clouds block part of the Moon from our view. 

C. As the Moon orbits around Earth, we see different views of the Moon's sunlit side.  CORRECT  
___ 4. 
Which of the following has the moon phases in the correct order? (SC.8.E.5.9) Answer B is CORRECT  
	A.
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	B.
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	C.
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	D.
	none of the above


___ 5. 
Which is NOT a limitation of our Sun-Earth-Moon model? (SC.7.N.3.2, PTI 5.9)
A. The relative distances of the Sun-Earth-Moon model. 
B. The relative positions of the Sun-Earth-Moon model. 

C. The relative sizes of the Sun-Earth Moon model. 

D. All of the above. CORRECT 
Common Uses of Moon-related Words in the English Language

Harvest Moon -  this is the full moon that occurs closest to the autumn equinox, which usually occurs in September or October. The name comes because farmers are able to work in their fields into the night because of the moon’s bright light in the night sky. See http://stardate.org/nightsky/moon.
Lunatic – A lunatic is a person with irrational behavior. The word comes from the Middle English word that meant “moonstruck.” The name is associated with the moon because a superstition held that heavenly bodies directly affected peoples’ behavior on Earth. In 2012, President Obama signed a lay banning the word from legislative language. See http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/lunatic.

Superstitions

“Crazy people come out on the night of a Full Moon.” (See http://www.refinery29.com/2014/07/71005/full-moon#slide-2)
“Women go into labor around the time of a Full Moon.” (See http://www.refinery29.com/2014/07/71005/full-moon#slide-4)
“Cutting your hair or fingernails on a Full Moon will cause them to grow fast.” (See http://impressivemagazine.com/2014/06/11/10-superstitions-about-the-moon/)
Nursery Rhyme

Hey diddle diddle,

The cat and the fiddle,
The cow jumped over the moon.
The little dog laughed,
To see such sport,

And the dish ran away with the spoon.
Famous Songs featuring the “Moon” (http://moon.nasa.gov/moonsongs.cfm and http://www.engine145.com/songs-about-the-moon/)

Moonlight Sonata (Ludwig van Beethoven, 1801)
Moon River (Audrey Hepburn, 1961)

By the Light of the Silvery Moon (Lillian Lorraine, 1909)

It’s Only a Paper Moon (Jim Reeves, 1964)
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